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It is simply amazing how 
time goes by so fast! As 

we publish this issue we are 
entering into the final week of 
the Lenten Season - the most 
solemn week of the Liturgical 

calendar and our Christian life.  As we enter 
the Holy Week, let us humbly reflect on the 
events leading up to the passion, death and 
resurrection of Jesus. Inevitably, many of us 
will experience the feeling of sadness and loss 
during this Holy Week, but rest assured it will 
be transformed into great joy as we celebrate 
the resurrection of Jesus. The most important 
event of an Easter liturgical celebration is the 
renewal of our Baptismal vows.

We have journeyed through the season of 
Lent for 40 days. Just as the Israelites passed 
through the red sea from the slavery of Egypt 
to the victory of the promised land, so too 
our  journey towards the resurrection to 
experience the victory of the promises of our 
Lord.

Just as the crossing of Gods’ people through 
the Red Sea is identified by the Catechism as 
a type of baptism, “…literally the liberation of 
Israel from the slavery of Egypt, announces 
liberation wrought by Baptism” (CCC1221), 
so too, when we renew our baptismal 
promises, we move towards liberation from 
the sin and re-dedicate ourselves to our Lord 
becoming partakers in the promises of Christ.
Let the waters of life cleanse us during this 
Paschal season. Pray fervently for this grace 
of purification.

Wishing you all a very Blessed & Happy 
Easter.
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Jesus raised three persons from death: 
Lazarus (Jn 11:1-44), Jairus’ daughter 

(Mk 5:22-43) and the son of the widow of 
Nain (Lk 7:11-17). Where are they now? They 

all died. What does it mean? Theirs was not 
‘resurrection,’ but a resuscitation of a dead 
corpse. They returned to their former life 
on earth and later died definitively. Jesus’ 
resurrection does not fall into this category. 
Jesus did not come back to this life. If 
Jesus’ resurrection was only a miracle of a 
resuscitated corpse, it would ultimately be 
of no concern to us. In the words of Pope 
Benedict XVI (Jesus of Nazareth, vol. 2), 
“What happened in the ‘Resurrection of the 
Son of Man’ was utterly different. Jesus’ 
Resurrection was about breaking out into 
an entirely new form of life, into a life that 
is no longer subject to the law of dying 
and becoming, but lies beyond it – a life 
that opens up a new dimension of human 
existence. Therefore, the Resurrection of 

Jesus is not an isolated event that we could 
set aside as something limited to the past, 
but it constitutes an ‘evolutionary leap’ (to 
draw an analogy, albeit one that is easily 
misunderstood). In Jesus’ Resurrection a 
new possibility of human existence is attained 
that affects everyone and that opens up a 
future, a new kind of future, for mankind.”

The Pope continues: “So Paul was absolutely 
right to link the resurrection of Christians 
and the Resurrection of Jesus inseparably 
together: ‘If the dead are not raised, then 
Christ has not been raised…But in fact Christ 
has been raised from the dead, the first fruits 
of those who have fallen asleep’ (1 Cor 15:16, 
20). Paul tells us, “Christ’s Resurrection 
is either a universal event, or it is nothing. 
Jesus’ resurrection is a universal event as the 
opening up of a new dimension of human 
existence.” By his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus has opened the final phase of 
life, which is not subject to death and decay, 
so that those who belong to him can enter 
into this final phase of life, which is beyond 
biological life.

What is the result? We can put it this way: 
the last river that we have to swim through is 
the river of death. To swim through this river, 
we need a life-jacket which is stronger than 
death. What is stronger than death? Love. 
Yes, “Love is stronger than death” (Song 8:6). 
If we do not allow Love (God) to step into us 
before we die physically and envelop us by his 
love, when we die physically, we get drowned 
in the river of death. This is called second 
death (Rev 21:8) or hell.

If we allow Love (God) to step into us before 
we die physically, we can swim through the 
river of death when we die physically and 
reach the other shore, the shore of heaven. 
This happens sacramentally when we receive 
the Holy Communion. This sacrament 
challenges us to envelop others with our 
genuine love so that we can step into eternity 
right now.

Swimming Through The 
River of Death  - Fr. Jose Maniparambil



Fear Not, For Jesus Has Risen!

Fear Not, For Jesus Has Risen!

Fear not! My dear, His grave was found 
empty,

He has risen from the dead, and now we 
can attain eternity.

No more can sin rule over us, or death hold 
us in our grave,

He has gained victory over sin and death; 
so my dear, be brave.

Now we have a mediator in heaven, so 
don’t fear the evil one,

The enemy has been defeated and has no 
power over anyone.

Be vigilant though, my dear! For he still 
walks the earth like a roaring lion;

Hunting for people to devour, preventing 
them from reaching Zion.

Watchfulness and prayer is what we need, 
to not be deceived by the evil one,

Fear not! My dear, remember Jesus has 
Risen and Satan is the defeated one.

-By Vinitha Stephen

Apr 9  :  Annunciation of the Lord

Apr 12  :  Family Fest – Thanksgiving Holy Mass 

  & Fellowship

Apr 13  :  Tamil Community Family Day

Apr 14 :  Fr. Abraham’s 20th Priestly Ordination 

Apr 20  :  Konkan Day Celebration

Apr 22 :  Bishop Paul Hinder’s Birthday 

Apr 27  :  1st Holy Communion  

Mar 27 :  Chrism Mass at St. Joseph’s Cathedral

Mar 29 : Maundy Thursday

Mar 30  :  Good Friday

Mar 31  : Holy Saturday

Apr 1  :  Easter 

Apr 4-7  :  Pastoral Visit

Apr 6  :  Confirmation 

Apr 8  :  Divine Mercy Sunday

LOOKING FOR WRITERS! 
Please send your articles to 
voiceofstpauls@gmail.com, with your 
name and contact details.

Church Events

Mary’s Meals
Mary’s Meals is a registered charity formerly known as Scottish International Relief (SIR). The found-
ers of SIR were brothers, Magnus and Fergus MacFarlane-Barrow, who began the initiative as an appeal 
for blankets and food for those affected in the Balkan conflict. In 2002, a trip to Malawi ignited an in-
itiative to provide food to deprived children unable to even go to school. The initiative started off with 
a feeding campaign for 200 children in Malawi and has now extended its reach, providing free school 
meals to more than 1 million children in 12 different countries around the world. The idea behind this 
goes beyond feeding hungry stomachs - ‘By providing one good meal in a place of learning, children 
are drawn into the classroom where they can receive an education that could one day free them from 
poverty.’
The Catechism team and children of St Paul’s Catholic Church, Musaffah have been supporting this 
cause since the first year of the ministry in 2015-2016. In support of this fund raising program, on 23 
March 2018, the Catechist team provided two bowls of rice and lentil gravy to all who supported and 
contributed to this noble cause. 

Fr. Angelo Fiumicelli, Capuchin 
Missionary (1926-2018)

Fr. Angelo Fiumicelli, Florence, was admitted to Arezzo hospital 
after an internal hemorrhage in the morning of 15 March and 

expired a few hours later. Born in Poppi on 10 March 1926, he 
became a Capuchin during the Great War and was ordained a 
priest on 15 March 1951. He spent 54 years as a missionary in the 
Arabian Peninsula, the first 5 years as assistant priest in Aden, 
two years in Bahrain as itinerant priest visiting Qatar, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates; then 28 long years years in Aden as the 
first Parish Priest of Immaculate Conception Church in Ma’alla 
and teacher at St. Anthony’s High School. In 1967, the British left 
Aden, a civil war followed; in 1973 all the schools and churches 
were confiscated by the state, the sisters and priests forced to leave 
the country. At the request of some ambassadors Fr. Angelo was 
allowed to remain and spent almost 15 years as the only priest in 

South Yemen. He experienced time in prison, under house arrest and untold hardships of isolation and 
survival. His strong faith, good humour and positive approach to everybody kept him strong. In 1988 
Bishop Bernard Gremoli transferred him to Dubai and made him two years later Parish Priest of St. 
Michael’s Sharjah where he remained until his definitive return to Italy in 2007.
In 2016, during the 100-year Jubilee of Tuscan Capuchin Presence in the Gulf,  Fr. Angelo gave a moving 
short witness of his missionary life. No regrets, only thanks to God and thanks to the people. His final 
words of encouragement were: “Love one another and God will be with you.” May the Lord reward Fr. 
Angelo. Let us pray for him.

QUIZ NO: 2
(for children aged between 7-17)

1.With whom did the Pharisees conspire to 
kill Jesus?
2.When Jesus was in the wilderness for 
forty days, tempted by Satan, who was with 
him?
3.Give the names of the helpers sent by 
Paul to Macedonia?

Pleae submit your answers with your name, age 
and contact details clearly mentioned at the parish 
office before 20 April 2018.

Quiz Winner - February ‘18
Master Justin D’souza

Answers
1. Stations of Cross
2. Mosses & Elijah
3. St. Joseph’s Feast



Maundy Thursday - 29 March, 2018
06:00   pm English, Church

08:30   pm   Malayalam, Church

Good Friday - 30 March, 2018
07:30   am  Malayalam, Church

11:00     am  Konkani, Church

11:00     am Malankara, Assisi Hall

01:30    pm  Tamil, Church

03:00   pm Sinhalese, Assisi Hall

04:00   pm  English, Church

07:00    pm  Tagalog, Church

Holy Saturday - 31 March, 2018
Easter Vigil Mass
07:00   pm  Malankara, Assisi Hall

07:30    pm  English, Church

10:00    pm  Malayalam, Church

Easter Sunday. 1 April 2018
06:15    am  English, Church

07:30   am  English, Church

04:00  pm  Tamil, Assisi Hall

05:00  pm  English, Church

06:30  pm  English, Church

07:00  pm  Konkani, Assisi Hall

08:00  pm  Malayalam, Church
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Have you ever been watching a game 
and been so invested in one team that 

you almost can’t watch the game? Have you 
ever sat there watching your team pull ahead 
and thought that maybe this time, that this 
time victory would finally be theirs and by 
extension yours.

Have you ever watched as your team went 
from leading to tied to trailing and all you can 
think is “this is not how this is supposed to 
go” and that sick feeling in your stomach that 
this is going to be bad starts to build and build 
until all you can think about is how much you 
don’t want to watch this, but yet you just can’t 
turn away?

If you have so, take that feeling and multiply 
it to a 1000 and stand next to the foot of cross 
.Stand there and watch as the one that you 
were sure would save the world is arrested. 
Stand there and watch as the one who you 
were sure would lead the people of Israel to 
freedom is nailed to a cross. Yeah, I know 
pretty mature stuff coming from a 15 year 
old huh? I’ll tell you why I’m so, as you read 
along.

But you know what, I honestly look forward 
to going through the holy week, just because 
I know Easter Sunday is what it leads to. 
The most awaited holiday after Christmas.                                                                                                    
The food, happy and joyful vibes, parents 
busy enjoying with us and got no time to nag 
us to study. A whole package of celebration.

Of course, it’s about the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, as well. DUH! But there’s always a 
rub, Good Friday.... What’s more, I’m pretty 
sure my Good Friday avoidance would cause 
me to lose touch with certain realities about 
the way the universe works on this side of 
eternity. I’d start to believe that you can have 
victory without sacrifice.During this lent, we 
as a family, We mainly focused on reading the 

gospel of John. Like always, I always had to 
read the bible, as mom and dad surprisingly 
just  NEVER seem to find their spectacle on 
time. I wonder why…..

But while reading through the gospel, I 
came across this one verse (John 3:16-17…
check it out) and it legit enlightened me. 
After researching and all, I came to a deep 
realization. Let’s talk about deep stuff.

Good Friday reminds us that we live in a 
world of pain, loss, regret and tears. There 
is hope, because we know that Sunday is 
coming. We don’t want to move too quickly 
past this day because it is this day, this 
horrible, HORRIBLE day that allows us to 
say with confidence that this world is not our 
home.  It is this day that allows us to say that 
even though it looks like we are defeated we 
know that God has won. It is this day that we 
can call good because the God of the universe 
sent his son to die on a cross to pay a debt 
that we could never pay. Jesus Christ took on 
himself the penalty for our sins and we can 
rejoice and call this day good.

I can point to dozens of “dead ends” such 
as in failures in grades; relationships or 
a burnt cake that you made with so much 
anticipation can turn out to be opportunities 
to change direction. Maybe it was just better 
for everyone’s health if you don’t bake at all. 
(totally not talking about me here.)

So to whoever is reading this right now, always 
remember endings that are beginnings, death 
that is life—God will always confound our 
expectations, and that Without Good Friday, 
there would be no Easter morning. So i’ll 
pray through the night, and i’ll wait for his 
resurrection with much hope but i’ll obviously 
look forward to the food, new dresses and 
time to socialize. I’m a teenager after all!

What’s so good about 
Good Friday? - Blessy Mathew

Holy Week Schedule

Palm Sunday


